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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

OUR SPONSORS:

CLUB MEETING DATES

Next Club meeting:
Tuesday June 4, 2019 
 
6:30 pm Q&A session for new Tesla owners
and reservation holders
 
7:00 pm meeting start
 
Guest speaker: Andy from CanAm
Trailers & Josipa Petrunic from CUTRIC
 
 
Dave and Buster’s Function Room
120 Interchange Way
Vaughan ON  L4K 5C3
 
$20 fee to attend the meeting for paid
members and guests. This fee provides a
substantial dinner and helps to pay for
the room and the equipment needed.

This is a newsletter from and for the Tesla 
Owners Club of Ontario (TOCO). 
 
https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca
 
Let us know how we can serve you.
If you want to write, proof read, and/or help 
with any other e-newsletter element (e.g. 
photos, questions, comments), let us know.
 
Info@teslaownersclub.ca

All views, opinions, and information expressed in this 
communication are of the individual authors and do not 
represent any entity, including the Tesla Owners Club of 
Ontario, Tesla Canada, and Tesla, Inc.

Hello again everyone,
 
Welcome to another edition of our newsletter.
 
We had another great meeting early this month with 2
guest speakers, see the report below.
 
There is also a report on our Earth Day event that was
well attended. In addition, some news on functions
coming up in the next few months.
 
I would like to welcome our new sponsor Affinity Car
Rentals. They rent very interesting vehicles including
Teslas.
 
If you have any ideas for guest speakers, club sponsors
or social functions please send them our way.
 
Hopefully the warm weather will make your driving more
enjoyable now, including much improved regen!
 
Until next time, say goodbye.
 
John

https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca/
https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca/


WHAT'S NEW
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Supercharger: Fairview Mall 
1800 Sheppard Ave. E., North York
 
Service: Kitchener Waterloo
663 Victoria St N
Serivce: (877) 798-3752

New Supercharger &
Service locations:

About our next speaker:April 7, 2019 Chapter meeting notes:

Attendance: 57

 

President’s report:

- 471 members in club

- Discussed Model 3 Rebate, longer range S and X, and service centre                   

opening in Waterloo

- Debriefed on Earth Day event at Dave and Busters

- Georgian College will host a Show N Shine at their campus 

June 1 and 2. 

Many members of the club will attend on behalf of TOCO

- TOCO will have a social night at the 5 Drive-in in Oakville 

September 21. 

- Vouchers for entrance and food purchases will be sold on-line. 

 

- Affinity Car Rental

- New ludicrous sponsor

- Discussed the option of renting luxury vehicles in case of accident. 

Will have a TOCO deal online

 

Sentry mode discussion – Anthony Kay

- Discussed requirements and issues with sentry mode

 

Presentation from Electrical Safety Authority (ESA) - John Calabrese,

Technical advisor

- Discussed New 2018 Canadian Electrical Code (CEC) 

   to be enforced as of May 16, 2019

- Discussed Electric Vehicle Energy Management Systems (EVEMS)

- Discussed the installation of an EVSE on a 100 amp panel

- Load calculation must be done per CEC

- Exception 1: allows an EVEMS if load calculation requires an upgrade   

of service

- Exception 2: allows a 12 month consumption history, by hourly max

from utility, rather than upgrade of service

 

- Future meeting dates:

- June 4 – Andy from CanAm Trailers, Josipa Petrunic, CUTRIC

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Connect with us on social media

Josipa Petrunic is the Executive Director & 
CEO of CUTRIC. She is leading the 
formulation
of several national transportation technology 
trials related to zero-emissions transportation
and “smart vehicles” innovation,including the 
Pan Canadian Electric Bus 
Demonstration & Integration Trial, the Pan-
Canadian Hydrogen Fuel Cell Demonstration 
& Integration Trial, and the National Smart 
Vehicle Demonstration Project. 
Dr. Petrunic has built up CUTRIC’s consortiu
m to include more than 100 private and public
sector companies and organizations across 
Canada. 
She currently sits on the Board of the 
Women's Transportation Seminar (WTS) 
Foundation and InnovÉÉ, an electrical vehicle
 R&D funding body in Quebec. In 2018, she 
was named as one of Canada's a Top 40 
Under 40 by Bloomberg News.

Can-Am RV was started by Andy Thomson
Sr. in 1970. With a background as a
mechanical troubleshooter for Otis Elevator,
Andy was well-equipped to tackle the
demands of the RV service and repair
business. As an avid Airstreamer, he loved
travelling the world in his travel trailer and
wanted to share the experience with others.
Can-Am is operated today by sons Andy and
Kirk Thomson along with their team of expert
technicians.
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/955585071157248/
https://twitter.com/TeslaOwnersONT
https://www.instagram.com/teslaownersontario/


Georgian College is having their annual Auto
Show again this year on Saturday, June 1 &
Sunday, June 2 and have asked if anyone in the
club is interested in participating.
 
The Show & Shine will take place each day from
10:00 am - 6:00 pm and they would like to
section off some of the lot for the Tesla owners.
 
If we gain enough interest for this event, we will
have our tent and a table set up.
 
Please click here or visit, 
http://bit.ly/GeorgianAutoShow-RSVP and fill out
the form if you are interested in attending the
Georgian Auto Show.

Auto Show
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EVENTS

Earth Day Event Summary 

Our next social event will be at the 
drive-in Premier Cinemas in Oakville. 
 
At the April Chapter meeting, the members
voted for a Saturday in September. 
 
$20/car, starting at 6:30pm for two movies.
 
Stay tunes for details to come.
 
This is will be a fun event for the entire
family  and a great opportunity for group
pictures. 

SAVE THE DATE - 
Saturday September 21, 2019
Drive-In  Social Night

On Saturday, April 27th many braved the high winds and frigid temperatures to 
attend the first Earth Day event organized by the Tesla Owners Club of Ontario.  
This meetup, which took place at our usual gathering spot, Dave and Busters in 
Vaughan, was one of the first events we’ve put on that was geared towards 
non-Tesla owners; and more specifically non-EV owners.  In connection with 
Earth Day we wanted to attract people who were interested in Electric Vehicles 
but may never have actually been in one before.  We wanted to answer the 
burning questions people may have about electric vehicles from actual owners, 
and to see the supportive communities such as ours that exist.
 
While the vast majority of vehicles on display were Teslas, we did attract some other models from other
manufacturers as well.  We had 3 Hyundai Ioniq (2 hybrid, 1 electric) as well as a Chevrolet Bolt and the highly
anticipated Hyundai Kona Electric, a small crossover SUV with an impressive 415km of range.  This vehicle is in
such short supply that we actually had Hyundai’s press car on display.  
 
Tesla Mobile Service made an appearance at the event as well, bringing 4 service vehicles worth of parts to offer
pop-up service with no appointment needed.  
 
Anyone who ordered a T-Shirt and was not able to attend the event, we will have your shirts available for pickup at
an upcoming chapter meeting.  If you didn’t order one, unfortunately it was a limited run but is something we’ll be
offering again at next year’s event.
 
Special thanks goes out to all our members who put their vehicles on display, and many others who offered test
rides to our guests.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9wf25t1qBP3AUiNaJz5P8JkG3lvA3ijK-wJaQeRGtYuBUBQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9wf25t1qBP3AUiNaJz5P8JkG3lvA3ijK-wJaQeRGtYuBUBQ/viewform


“Tesla exists to help reduce risk of catastrophic climate change, 
which affects all species on Earth.  

Even if your faith in humanity is faltering, this is worth caring about.”
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FEATURE 

Did you know that here in Ontario, driving your Tesla
helps reduce your greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
from vehicle-based transportation by an average of 60%
over the lifetime of the car, including the emissions from
manufacturing the battery? That represents a savings of
about 4 metric tons of CO2per year, if you drive the
Canadian average of about 16,000km annually.  Putting
that another way, driving a Tesla reduces your individual
GHG emissions (also known as carbon footprint) by
about 18-20%. Also, you’re doing your part to reduce air
pollution from the burning of fossil fuels, which is
dangerous to our health. Air pollution in Canada kills over
7,000 people per year – substantial when you consider
that fewer than 3,000 Canadians die annually from car
accidents.
 
These facts about driving your Tesla are something to
feel good about, because reducing GHG emissions is
important…. REALLY important.
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
which is made up of climate scientists from across the
world, issued a report last Autumn indicating that we
have only 11 years left for the world to make “rapid, far-
reaching and unprecedented changes” in GHG
emissions, or we risk creating runaway climate change
that can no longer be stopped by humans. This would
result in worsening extreme weather, floods, droughts,
wildfires, food scarcity, species extinction, geopolitical
instability, and more. The IPCC says we need to reduce
our GHG emissions to 45% below 2010 levels by 2030,
and have a “net zero carbon” economy across the
world by 2050.
 
Canadians have a very important role to play in reducing
GHG emissions.  Although our population is small in
proportion to the rest of the world, we are essentially tied
with the United States as having the second largest
carbon footprint per personof all countries in the world
(representing over 20 metric tons of CO2 per person, per
year).  By comparison, people in India emit 90% less
GHG than we do (less than 2 metric tons per person, per
year).

– Elon Musk, commenting on Tesla’s mission – Oct 12 2018

Recognizing the impact of climate change to our health
and prosperity, and our responsibility as Canadians to do
more about this problem, some members of the Tesla
Owners Club of Ontario have started a Climate Action
Committee. To our knowledge, we are the first Owners
Club in the world to take such an initiative.  Since
combatting climate change is central to Tesla’s mission,
we hope to be an example that other Owners Clubs across
the world can soon follow.
 
The main goal of the Climate Action Committee is to
provide information to club members about:
 
- The scientific certainty, immediacy and impacts of climate
change
- How electric vehicles (EV) reduce your carbon footprint,
while simultaneously saving money and having fun
- Debunking myths about EV’s (such as “driving a Tesla is
more polluting than driving a diesel car”)
- Understand the many ways that each of us can reduce
our GHG emissions besidesdriving a Tesla (such as
changing what we buy, how we use energy in our homes,
what we eat, how we travel, how we make financial
investments, and more).
 
We will share resources through our club newsletter, guest
speakers, and reference materials on our website.  Our
goal is to provide these materials to you as members, so
that you can not only learn more about what you can do in
your own life, but also educate those around you, such as
family, friends, and co-workers. In this way, our club can
help others to adopt the use of electric vehicles, while also
being conscious about the many other ways each of us
can combat the climate crisis. 
 
One of the best things about buying a Tesla is not just that
you get to drive an awesome car – you also join a
community of people that really care about our shared
future on this planet. We look forward to being with you on
the vital journey to a sustainable world!
 
If you are interested in joining the Climate Action
Committee to assist in our work, please contact Aniseh or
Paul at info@teslaownersclub.ca. 
 
By Jeremy Theal - TOCO member 

https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/20190108_Dustin-Leitch-Jamie-Wolfe_Tesla_Mobile-Ranger-Service.pdf


Myth #2: Recycling all those batteries will be difficult and bad for the
environment
 
 
EV manufacturers are already recycling batteries. Lithium is valuable so
it makes economic sense to do so. However only 10% of the battery is
Lithium (about 63 kg in a Tesla Model S) and the rest is primarily
carbon. Since car batteries are actively cooled (unlike your cell phone)
they can last up to 500,000 miles with little degradation (See link
below). 800,000 kms in a typical gas vehicle burns 20,000 gallons of
gas. So what’s worse, burning 20,000 gallons of gas or recycling 63 kg
of lithium?
 
 
 
 
 
For More Information:

As Tesla owners, we are often in conversations about our cars.
What happens when the questions turn from Ludicrous Mode to
Autopilot crashes and toxic batteries? 
There are a lot of misconceptions about EVs and since we are
driving one we're also advocating for them. In this new section of
the newsletter, we're going to bust a common myth each month to
help you confidently respond to them.
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EV MYTHS
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“Thank you for choosing an 
Electric Vehicle!

You’ve helped children, like myself, 
to breath easier and avoid long term

illnesses such as;
Stunted lung development 

Brain Illnesses 
Cancer

 
THANK YOU!”

A few months ago, the club received a
pleasant note in the mail from 12 year
old Charlotte in the UK. 
 
Her laminated card said;

FUN FACT

We were so touched by Charlotte’s note
that we mailed her her own Tesla
Owners Club of Ontario name badge
and pen on behalf of the club.
 
 
Follow Charlotte’s message on social
media at @evthankyou. 

Membership Benefits

The value of being a Tesla Owners Club of Ontario member
continues to evolve. Be a part of this growing community! 
 
This group is unique in its connection to Tesla — a direct connection
through the club for owner issues or concerns. Our executive
committee works to strengthen our connections with Ontario
businesses interested in our Teslas. Our growing sponsor list and
benefits are indicative of the work happening behind the scenes.
  
We have great networking opportunities and many social events, and
are working to develop more membership benefits. Let us know what
you’d like to see and how we may serve a broader Ontario-wide
Tesla Owners community. Share your ideas with any of the executive
committee members, or write to info@teslaownersclub.ca.

https://cleantechnica.com/2018/06/07/yes-tesla-recycles-all-of-its-spent-
batteries-wants-to-do-more-in-the-future/

https://electrek.co/2016/11/01/tesla-battery-degradation/

https://twitter.com/JasonHammond
http://tesla.com/en_CA/support/ownersclub
http://tesla.com/en_CA/support/ownersclub
https://cleantechnica.com/2018/06/07/yes-tesla-recycles-all-of-its-spent-batteries-wants-to-do-more-in-the-future/
https://electrek.co/2016/11/01/tesla-battery-degradation/

