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Message From the President
Seasons Greetings everyone,

Well, we have certainly had an interesting year!
There is huge club growth, tons of Tesla and other EV news, not to mention the ongoing
pandemic. Hard to imagine 2021 is drawing to a close.

We are about a week into our holiday fundraising campaign with Feed Ontario. The
amount raised so far is about 25% of our target. If you haven’t already donated, please
consider donating to this very worthy cause. Every little bit will help. You will also get
entered into a draw with some great prizes.

We will continue working behind the scenes on new guest speakers, planning social
functions and hopefully in-person meetings soon. Let me know if you have any ideas to
help with this.

I want to thank everyone for their ongoing support, including the others on our executive
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team, our sponsors, and the local Tesla management team.

All the best to you and your family,

John

What's New
Club Growth

1,062 members (November = 1,036)
2,717 followers on Instagram (November = 2,621 )
4,722 followers on Twitter (November= 4,642 )
482 members in the new Facebook group

Supercharger Notification
Now shows which stalls are down on your vehicle main screen.

Chapter Meeting Recordings
Access in the member zone.
All chapter meeting presentations are recorded and put in the member zone on our
website - under Club Videos

Member Dues
As of December 1, annual membership dues commenced.
Please note that anyone who signed up for the club on November 30, 2021 or
earlier were granted a 2-year membership for the price of a 1-year membership.

New Supercharger Location
Now under construction in Kingston, across the road from the current one.
Near 88 Dalton Ave.
8 x 250 KW

Holiday Fundraiser
More than half a million people visit a food
bank in Ontario every year.

Feed Ontario is the province's largest collective
of hunger-relief organizations. Together with food
banks, industry partners, and local communities,
they work to end hunger and poverty by delivering
fresh and healthy food, developing innovative
programming, and driving change through
research and advocacy.

The club helped raise over $20,000  for last
year’s fundraiser, but the road to recovery has
only just begun. This year, our goal is larger, and
our valued sponsors have donated prizes to

encourage more donations. All donations will be entered into a draw for various
prizes, including: 

$500 Tesla Merchandise Gift Card  that can be used at the tesla.com online shop
(expires January 30, 2022)
2x Raptors Tickets from Jeff Wright at Desjardins Insurance
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2x Dinner Vouchers valued at $250 each from Paul Dermody at P.J. Dermody
Insurance Brokers 
2x Window tint packages (1 car, 1 SUV) from Top Geer Wraps
Model 3 & Model Y emblems (5x matte black, gloss black, red and chrome)
from Wrap ID

It's been a tough couple of years for everyone, and we want to give back where we can
and have some fun. Will you join us?

Donate Now

Any donation size, large or small, can go along way to help feed families in need
and build a healthier Ontario.

Online Shop
The TOCO shop is now publicly available on our website under the tab 'Shop'.
We have also just added a couple new winter clothing items.

KNIT TOQUE

Sport a classic look with this fine gauge
roll-cuff beanie created for cool conditions.
The stretch fit and soft, warm acrylic knit
construction respects your every comfort.

RING SPUN LONG SLEEVE TEE

6.8-oz, 100% combed and ring spun
cotton. Available in 4 colors.
Taped neck and shoulders.
Tear away label. Classic fit.

Do you remember the first time you got into
your Tesla?
You likely found it exciting and exhilarating. I know I did, and after three years, I still do.
There was also a distinct learning curve in terms of the acceleration, braking, the gear
shift, and learning where stuff was on the screen. It took a day or two to get used to it, but
we did get used to it. It quickly becomes second nature and you don’t even think about it. 

So when I recently had to move the other vehicle in the family because it was blocking me,
I had a bit of a re-learning experience. First of all, entering the car involved clicking a
button on a remote. As a Model 3 user, I never bothered getting a keyfob. My phone is my
key, and on the very, very, rare occasion, I’ve used my key card. But now, I had to press a
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button to unlock the car. Then I needed to put the key into an “ignition” and turn it. The car
made a noise that startled me. Was I supposed to put my foot on one of the pedals? I was
seriously confused. Dials and gauges and knobs. Time to put the car in reverse. So I
reached up to the stalk and turned on the windshield wipers. Because that’s where I
normally reach to put my car into reverse. Oh yeah, looking down next to me I realized this
was a two-step process - release the parking brake, and then move the sticky up thing to
where it says “R”. Time to shift into Drive. Again, I inadvertently turned on the windshield
wipers for a moment until I quickly remembered to switch that awkward gear shift again.
Very gently applying pressure to the accelerator and brake pedals, not knowing how much
pressure was needed. Success. The car was now where I needed it to be. Time to put it
into Park. Once again, my immediate reflex was to turn on the windshield washers. Every.
Single. Time. I told myself to focus. Shift thing to my right into Park. Pull up on the lever to
put on the Parking brake. And get out of the car, right? Which I almost did. Except that I
realized the car was still running. I needed to physically turn the key to turn the engine off.
And extract the key. And press the lock button on the remote. 

 If the car had been stick shift (it’s been a few years since I’ve driven standard), I might
still be sitting there trying to figure it out. It really is incredible how quickly we adjust to new
things.

by Karen Ebidia

Get to Know Our Ludicrous Sponsors 



Tesla for the Holidays
For many of us, the holiday season means travelling distances for holiday parties and
spending time with friends and family. This means some preparations, including getting
your Tesla ready for some serious time on Ontario winter roads. So wrap those presents,
bake all the cookies and most importantly, make sure your Tesla is on the charger. You
might not be at full regen this time of year, but you can still get max charge. 

Top 6 reasons why you should drive your Tesla over the holidays vs the ICE dinosaur
that's sitting in your driveway: 

1. Schedule: Schedule your Tesla to charge and be toasty warm for that early am drive
to see your loved ones, or perhaps the ones we tolerate. The seat and steering
wheel warm-up are some top features here. There's no need to take your car out of
the garage and onto the driveway to warm up and burn fuel. 

2. Autopilot: Kids will ask for snacks, water and a bathroom break before you pull out
of the driveway. About 5 minutes later, the bickering begins. Turn on autopilot. You
can yell at your kids to stop fighting and feel an added sense of safety that you
won't crash your Tesla. Autopilot also frees of a bit of brainpower so that you can
contemplate how to restrain yourself when uncle Bob tells you EV's pollute more
than his giant SUV because they are powered from electricity derived from coal.

3. Santa Mode: Turn Santa mode for console entertainment like Santa's Tesla sleigh,
passing cars that become reindeer, and turn signal jingle bells. The kids can count
reindeer all the way to Grandma's house, and thanks to the external speaker, you
can share the experience with the world.  

4. Power Up: While your sipping on your father-in-law's best Scotch, your car is
sipping on wall outlet power, charged up and ready to leave at the first sign of family
drama.

5. Environment: Feel good about contributing less to climate change. Sure, all the
naysayers talk about the metal resources you are using to produce your Tesla. But
there are tangible ways to recover and recycle those metals. Try collecting
molecules of CO2 from the air and putting them back into the ground.

6. Because everything is better in a Tesla.

May your holidays be merry and bright! 

by Laura Raimondi

Calling Volunteers!

The Club is growing and we need help in various areas to
keep up.Do you have a special skill or interest that you'd like to
volunteer to TOCO?
Perhaps you're interested in research and outreach to guest-
speakers or social functions planning. We're working on
growing our committees and would love to have you part of the
team.



Send us an email to info@teslaownersclub.ca and tell us a
little about yourself.

Connect with us on Social Media

         

This is a newsletter from and for the Tesla Owners Club of Ontario (TOCO).
https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca

Let us know how we can serve you. Member's contributions are welcome.
Send us your stories and pictures to be shared in an upcoming newsletter.

Send your material to: Info@teslaownersclub.ca

The value of being a Tesla Owners Club of Ontario member continues to evolve.
Be a part of this growing community!

This group is unique in its connection to Tesla — a direct connection through the club for
owner issues or concerns. Our executive committee works to strengthen our connections
with Ontario businesses interested in our Teslas. Our growing sponsor list and benefits

are indicative of the work happening behind the scenes.
  

We have great networking opportunities and many social events, and are working to
develop more membership benefits. Let us know what you’d like to see and how we may
serve a broader Ontario-wide Tesla Owners community. Share your ideas with any of the

executive committee members, or write to info@teslaownersclub.ca.
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