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Message From the President
Hello everyone,

Well, Spring is almost here, and soon we can clean all the grime from our cars inside and
out!

This past Thursday, we had a great Virtual Chapter meeting with our guest Sandy Munro.
There is a link in this newsletter to the video, be sure to check it out as Sandy told some
interesting stories and expressed his opinions on Tesla and other EV models.
In addition, he said for you to feel free to email me suggestions regarding any EVs in the
marketplace that I will then pass on to him. These could be models to review or features
and improvements you would like to see on the vehicles.

On another note, I know many of you are concerned about the rise in Supercharging rates.
There is no doubt that Tesla should have informed us about the reasons and timing of the
increased charges. But to my understanding, there has been virtually no increase for
years. Measurement Canada constrains them to charge by time versus power
consumption. Demand charges also create a tough situation making them pay the same
all month for the costs created by one day of high utilization.
In addition, the vastness of our country means overall utilization is relatively low overall

https://youtube.com/watch?v=vR4Nbzn16iQ
https://youtu.be/n6AzoJM1UYc
http://www.wrap-id.ca
https://wheelsco.ca
https://ca.rbcwealthmanagement.com/beckett.wealth/
http://www.excellenceauto.ca/
https://jeffwrightinsurance.com/
http://www.dermodyinsurance.ca/
https://www.shiftmotors.com/
http://evolutionracing.ca/
https://clearhouse.ca/
https://gregsautoshine.com/
http://www.topgeerwraps.ca/
http://www.ftjco.com/toco
https://www.pfaffautoworks.com/
https://www.avotto.ca
http://www.427auto.com/
https://hensonshaving.com/
https://www.inceptionautodetailing.com/
https://www.favoritmotors.ca/


compared to the States or Europe. Supercharging has been a money-losing proposition
for them here.

We are working on some social functions for the coming months, so hopefully, I will see
many of you soon.

Until next time,

John

What's New
Club Growth

1,120 members (February = 1,116)
2,914 followers on Instagram (February = 2,855)
4,957 followers on Twitter (February 4,910)
524 members in the Facebook group

2030 EV Action Plan
Tesla is currently encouraging its Canadian customers to visit its campaign page
dedicated to raising awareness of the 2030 EV Action Plan. 

The 2030 EV Action Plan was developed by Electric Mobility Canada, and has been
endorsed by countless companies, EV clubs and civil society groups. Tesla has also
endorsed the plan. 

Learn more about the Plan and how you can take action to support it by visiting Teslas
website.

Watch the video below to see why I support this plan and its cause.
Go to 2030EVActionPlan.ca website to share your thoughts with policy makers, or simply
use the hashtag #2030EVActionPlan in social media.

March Chapter Meeting
We have been trying to schedule Sandy
Munro as a guest speaker for one of our
chapter meetings for some time. We are

https://engage.tesla.com/articles/1135-canada-plan-d-action-ve-2030
https://2030evactionplan.ca/


that he was able to join us earlier this
Thursday for a presentation. Because of
his busy schedule, this months' chapter
meeting was held earlier than usual, at
4:00 PM.

For those of you who could not attend, the
video is now available on our club videos in
the member zone - Link below to watch.

Elon, Tesla, and Ukraine
Ever since Putin invaded Ukraine, the western world has been experiencing a
collective sense of uneasiness. No denying that these are scary times. As is often
the case, where there’s world news, there are people reaching out to Elon on
Twitter. This time, he was able to assist in a positive way.

When Ukraine’s vice prime minister, Mykhailo Fedorov, tweeted a plea to Elon Musk
for help; “While you try to colonize Mars—Russia try to occupy Ukraine! While your
rockets successfully land from space—Russian rockets attack Ukrainian civil people!
We ask you to provide Ukraine with Starlink stations”, Elon listened. 

If you didn’t already know, Starlink is Elon’s attempt at making high-speed internet
available everywhere on our planet via thousands of satellites in orbit around Earth.
With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the damage caused by this ongoing war,
internet connections have been unreliable at a time when Ukraine needs contact
with the rest of the world more than ever.

Elon made it happen. Less than 12 hours after Fedorov’s request, Elon tweeted
“Starlink service is now active in Ukraine”, and that more terminals were on the way.
Those terminals arrived in Ukraine less than 48 hours later. While Starlink is now up
and running in Ukraine, Elon has tweeted a few warnings: 

“Important warning: Starlink is the only non-Russian communications system still
working in some parts of Ukraine, so probability of being targeted is high. Please
use with caution.”

“Turn on Starlink only when needed and place antenna away as far away from
people as possible.”

“Place light camouflage over antenna to avoid visual detection.”

While not perfect, Starlink is far better than not having any connectivity. It seems that
Elon and SpaceX are working on making it more difficult for attacks on Starlink but
there is no publicly known timeline on that. What is most impressive is the speed at
which Starlink was implemented in Ukraine.

There aren’t many Teslas in Ukraine (Tesla doesn’t have operations there yet), but
Tesla has enabled free supercharging for Tesla and non-Tesla EVs at sites in
Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary that border Ukraine as thousands of people flee the
conflict.



A small group of Twitter zealots have urged Elon to deactivate all Teslas in Russia.
He has not responded to this request. There are only a few hundred (if that) Teslas
in Russia. Deactivating a Tesla is not going to put an end to this war. It’s also
important to realize that not all Russians support Putin’s war. In a country where
media is highly controlled, not all Russians are even aware of the war. 

In a unique statement from Elon, acknowledging that we’re not yet where we need to
be with respect to sustainable energy, he has called for an urgent increase in the
production of oil and gas elsewhere in the world due to the sanctions against Russia.

“Hate to say it, but we need to increase oil & gas output immediately. Extraordinary
times demand extraordinary measures.”
 
“Obviously, this would negatively affect Tesla, but sustainable energy solutions
simply cannot react instantaneously to make up for Russian oil & gas exports.”

Elon is human. He doesn’t have all the answers. At least he tries to do what he can
to make the world a better place.

By Karen Ebidia

Get to Know Our Ludicrous Sponsors 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/06/world/europe/ukraine-russia-families.html?utm_source=pocket&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pockethits


Heat Pumps Could be TOCO Members’ Next
Step in Their Journey to Reduce Their
Carbon Emissions
So I can hear your questions already: why is TOCO’s newsletter featuring a piece on heat
pumps? Is Elon finally getting in the HVAC business? The respective answers are, they
reduce our emissions just like every Tesla and no, at least not yet. Let me explain.

Heat pumps can reduce household carbon. There’s probably not a single member in
the club who can’t recite Tesla’s mission statement. Well, think of heat pumps as
analogous to EVs. Heat pumps are a technology that the world will need more of, lots
more, to decarbonize our heating needs. The second highest source of emissions in a
typical household after their car is their furnace. Simply put, if we don’t decarbonize our
heating, Canada and other countries will not meet our emissions reductions targets.

Heat pumps are proven technology, incredibly efficient, and getting better every
year. Heat pumps don’t generate heat like a gas furnace or electric baseboard heater.
Instead, they concentrate and move heat. By compressing and expanding a sealed
refrigerant, pumping it in one direction for the heating season and then switching it in the
other direction for the cooling season, heat pumps can heat and cool a home. But the
really neat thing about this technology, is that the amount of heat that’s put into the home
during the winter is two to three times the amount of electrical energy that’s needed to
actually run the heat pump. In other words, one unit of energy in and three units of useful
heat energy out.

Heat pumps are even in our new Teslas. Some of the TOCO’s members who drive
newer Teslas have a coveted heat pump onboard. It’s no coincidence that Elon and his
smart teams did this; the superior energy efficiency of heat pumps over resistance heating
means there’s less draw on the battery, extending range. Beyond your Tesla, though,
every household already has a heat pump at home even if they didn’t know it. Think
fridges, freezers and air conditioners. Each of these appliances is a heat pump too, but
designed to work in cooling mode only.

Here’s how TOCO members can engage to reduce their own emissions beyond
driving a Tesla. Ideally, everyone races out tomorrow to call an HVAC contractor to
replace their gas furnace with a heat pump. Although this might work for a handful of folks,
there are big challenges doing that. The first is that the installation costs would be high,
like north of $20K. And the second big problem is that our electrical infrastructure,
including household electrical service will be incapable of handling the large loads of
completely electric heating. Remember, we need mass adoption of this technology to
move the needle on carbon-based heating.

The best solutions are most often the simplest solutions. It turns out that there is an
elegantly simple heat pump solution that checks all of the boxes (i.e. cost effective,
operates within the capacity limits of our electrical service, substantially reduces a home’s
emissions). It involves replacing an existing air conditioner with a similarly sized heat
pump that seamlessly integrates with the home’s furnace. This sized heat pump is more



than sufficient to heat the home during the more moderate winter temperatures 0 C and
above. Meanwhile, for the colder temperatures, the furnace continues to carry the load as
it does today. It turns out that some 75% of the hours in winter in southern Ontario are 0C
and above. This means that with the heat pump does the lion’s share of the heating, which
substantially reduces natural gas consumption and hence reduces emissions. The ‘brains’
of the system come from a smart thermostat that most hardware stores carry. Just set the
minimum outside threshold temperature to 0 C as the operating start-point for the heat
pump and the inside temperature to whatever is desired, and voila. You’re good to go.

Check out these charts of the actual temperatures in Toronto last year and how many
hours a heat pump would have taken over from the furnace when the outside
temperatures were 0 C and warmer. Every hour that the heat pump runs, it displaces
natural gas, much like every km driven in a Tesla avoids a bunch of gasoline being
combusted. This is where the carbon reductions are coming from with the heat pump.

If you’re interested in learning more about how you can make another leap into lowering
your household’s emissions and then showing the way to others in our community, please
reach out to Tim Short at tim.short99@gmail.com or cell 416-882-5856.

EARTH HOUR

Join millions of people around the world and switch off
your lights in support of nature and our planet on
Saturday, 26 March 2022 at 8:30pm.

Learn more at earthhour.org

Connect with us on Social Media

         

This is a newsletter from and for the Tesla Owners Club of Ontario (TOCO).
https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca

Let us know how we can serve you. Member's contributions are welcome.

mailto:tim.short99@gmail.com
https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/teslaontario/?ref=share
https://twitter.com/teslaownersont
https://www.instagram.com/teslaownersontario/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tesla-owners-club-of-southern-ontario
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtK9uaLdslu2amuIZ7ytUsw
https://ontario.teslaownersclub.ca


Send us your stories and pictures to be shared in an upcoming newsletter.
Send your material to: Info@teslaownersclub.ca

The value of being a Tesla Owners Club of Ontario member continues to evolve.
Be a part of this growing community!

This group is unique in its connection to Tesla — a direct connection through the club for
owner issues or concerns. Our executive committee works to strengthen our connections
with Ontario businesses interested in our Teslas. Our growing sponsor list and benefits

are indicative of the work happening behind the scenes.
  

We have great networking opportunities and many social events, and are working to
develop more membership benefits. Let us know what you’d like to see and how we may
serve a broader Ontario-wide Tesla Owners community. Share your ideas with any of the

executive committee members, or write to info@teslaownersclub.ca.


